TWO    MAPS
ability of this shipping route. He was doubtful when he
set out. After his return he wrote the famous book Through
Siberia, Land of the Future. He was convinced. The journey
was a success. In 1914 I sailed again, this time with a fleet
of eight vessels from England, Germany and Norway.
They all returned safely with Siberian cargoes. After
the outbreak of the War our activities were curtailed.
Nevertheless, in 1915, we brought a caravan once more
from the Yenisei and the Obi ancl shipped Siberian butter
to the value of ^350,,000 to London. For the first time
arrangements were made for the use of aeroplanes to
ascertain the position of drift ice. We made a substantial
profit. In 1917 we brought the most valuable goods at that
time to Russia : shoes, clothes, coffee, typewriters. We
sailed to Siberia from New York between Greenland and
Iceland round Scandinavia to avoid German submarines.
We had. to land in Archangel. The revolution had broken
out. Our cargo was confiscated by the Soviet Government.
T lost everything. Yet somehow, you know, this is not
what I resent. I managed to get on an even keel once more.
But I could be happier with £100 made out of a timber
mill which I personally lay out somewhere in virgin taiga
than with ten or a hundred times that amount on the
London Stock Exchange. Perhaps you will think me crazy.
But in 1923 I wrote a letter to the Soviet Government offer-
ing them my services as an expert and organizer of the
Northern Sea Route for 500 roubles a month. I was willing
to go through all the hardships they had to endure; prepared
to give up everything else ancl, of course, exclude all motives
of private profit. They had no confidence in me. They
could not believe that all I really cared for was the develop-
ment of that route, the opening up of that country. What
did they know of the trouble one has with shareholders
when trying to get them to put up more money for a pioneer-
ing effort ? Their mistrust was too great to let them see that
I often thought it would be better to have a Government
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